2            MEMOIRS  OF   WILLIAM  HICKifY

Upon his arrival in London my father applied to, and
was most kindly received by a Mr. Bourke, then residing
at Plaistow, in Essex, where he carried on business as an
attorney and solicitor, with much credit and advantage
to himself. This respectable gentleman was the father of
Mr. William Burke, an intimate friend of my family's, who
subsequently made a conspicuous figure in public life. With
Mr. Bourke, of Plaistow, who chose to retain the c o' in his
name, as being the original way of spelling it, my father
served a regular clerkship, and at the expiration of his five
years was admitted as an Attorney of the Court of King's
Bench, and a Solicitor of the Court of Chancery.

My father's abilities and respectable connection soon
procured him abundant business, but being naturally of a
convivial and expensive turn, he was sometimes hard
pressed in pecuniary matters, and I have often heard him
say that when he married, which took place after but a
short courtship, he had no more than five guineas in his
possession, and was obliged to furnish a house, and procure
all the requisite establishment of a family man, upon credit;
of course he felt all the inconveniences and embarrassments
arising from such a situation, but never lost his spirits, nor
was he ever, even at that early period, nor through the
whole course of a very long life, driven to commit a dis-
honourable or ungentleman-like action.

When married only a few months, my father dined
with a large party at the King's Arms tavern in Pall Mall,
where, after the whole party had drank freely, it was, at a
late hour proposed to adjourn to the Kidotto, at the Opera
house, where it was then the custom to have public hazard
tables. When the going to the Ridotto was first mentioned,
my father observed to his friend Colonel Mathews, of the
Guards, who sat next to him, that he could not be of the
party, as after paying his proportion of the dinner bill,
he should have only a few shillings left, whereupon Colonel
Mathews took out Ms purse, and counted the amount
therein, which was twenty-four guineas ; of these he gave
twelve to my father saying, they would play in partnership,